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OUR SCHOOL 
Hours of Operation 
8:30 am—3:00 pm 

 
Morning Recess 

10:12 am—10:27 am 
 

Lunch Hour 
11:15 am—12:15 pm 

 
Afternoon Recess 
1:40 pm—1:55 pm 

 VIRTUE OF MONTH:    PEACEMAKING 

  

Dear Families:  

 

                      In November we are mindful that this is a 

month of remembrance. We began the first day of the 

month with All Saints Day, acknowledging our communion 

with the saints.  We pray to these holy men and women 

who lived extraordinary lives in responding to God's invita-

tion to use their unique gifts to serve Him here on earth. We 

also are mindful that God calls each of us to be a saint.  

  

November 2nd was the Feast of All Souls and we pray for 

and remember the faithful departed who have gone before 

us.  We will remember these people in our daily prayers.  

  

On November 11, we commemorated Remembrance Day 

as a school community.  It is a day when we recognize 

those who made selfless sacrifices so that we could live in 

peace and freedom in our great country, Canada. We also 

remember and show appreciation to the men and women 

who continue to maintain this peace and freedom in our 

lives as they serve and represent our country in Canada and 

throughout the world.  This day also reminds us that we 

must continue to work for peace in our homes, community 

and school.  We also pray for peace in our world. This is the 

peace that our soldiers have died for and continue to die 

for. Let us all honour these heroes by wearing the red    

poppy proudly. 

 

We thank our staff and parents for working in collaboration 

during the recent parent / teacher conferences to support 

our student achievement.  This is a reminder that Friday 

November 15, 2019 is a P.A Day. 

  

Serving You in Catholic Education, 

D. Comacchio 

Principal   



 

Rory McGuckin, Director of Education                           80 Sheppard Ave. E., Toronto, ON ∙  Website: www.tcdsb.org     

SEPTEMBER VIRTUE  (HOSPITALITY)  WINNERS 

OCTOBER VIRTUE  (GRATITUDE)  WINNERS 
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WE Day was held on September 19th at the Scotiabank Arena, with many inspi-
rational speakers and performances. It is a unique event that celebrates the 
power of youth change makers. It is a celebration of the great work done last 
school year, as well as inspiration for local and global actions this school year 
and beyond. Tickets are not purchased, but earned. St. John tickets this year 
were based on all of the work that the Triple C team did last year, such as the 
WE Scare Hunger food drive for Out of the Cold, helping at the Community 
Centre 55 Share a Christmas program, Share a Smile Week raising funds for 
Operation Smile and the “street patrol”, giving out food, socks and conversa-
tion to those less fortunate in downtown Toronto. Share a Smile Week was so 
successful that St. John was able to help 11 children receive surgeries to repair 
cleft lip/palate through Operation Smile.  
 

All of the hard work from the Triple C team last year was highlighted in the WE Schools report, which not only gave St. John 13 
tickets for WE Day, but we had front row seats, and two students were able to have a unique experience. Olivia R. and K in grade 8 
had the opportunity to appear on stage (in front of 19,000 people) for a fun trivia game about speakers who were there that day. 
Olivia and K said that, “We were brought back stage and soon after brought on stage by the dj crew called Celebrity Marauders. 
This day was an amazing and educational experience that was both nerve wracking and exciting. This day was one of the most 
amazing days that we’ve had, and we hope to attend one day again.” Stay tuned for upcoming Triple C initiatives this school 
year…   

This year the Triple C Team started the year by participating in “We Scare Hunger.” This year we 
set a goal of collecting 900 non-perishable food items, 
which is about two can per student. The   families of St. 
John greatly     exceeded our goal, by bringing in 1,729 non-
perishable food items, which exceeded not only our goal, 
but last year’s total! All donations go to the St.Brigid Out of 
the Cold program. We added a little twist by making it a 
competition between classes this year. There will be prizes 
given out to the top five classes who collected the most 
amount of food. Ms. Carroll’s class won with a total of 220 
cans! We thank all of the families for donating to We Scare 
Hunger! Great job St. John! Below is a thank you from Out 
of the Cold: 
 
“Just a quick note to thank you and the students and staff of St. John’s for your generous    

donation of food items to Our Out of the Cold Program for the coming season. You have long been an integral partner in this 
Apostolate which serves the homeless in our city. Please let your community know what a vital role you play in helping us live 
the Beatitudes. God bless you all. You are in our thoughts and prayers. 
 
Jim Barnes (per the St. Brigid’s Out of the Cold Apostolate)” 

The Triple C team is the social justice club at St. John that strives to help others locally and globally 
through local and global actions. Triple C stands for Children Creating Change and the group is             
comprised of grade 6, 7 and 8 students who meet each week throughout the school year. 

Milk Bag Project 

St. John Community, former parent council member and teacher at St. Joseph Catholic Elementary School Uli Licht has under-
taken a project to reduce garbage and help the homeless. Ms. Licht is turning outer milk bags into 
plastic mats. She is collecting milk bags, ONLY THE OUTER BAG, and cutting them up into 
"plarn" (plastic yarn) which she then crochets into mats for homeless people. This serves two pur-
poses: it keeps those bags out of the landfill (where they take about 25 years to decompose) and 
they are soft to lay or sit on for the homeless insulating much better than cardboard that is often 
used, and they are also hygienic because they can be easily cleaned. Ms. Licht will be working to-
gether with a high school teacher at St. Michael's Choir School who takes his students to deliver the 
mats to those who need them, as part of his grade 10 religion course (Social Justice). Please start 
collecting CLEAN & DRY milk bags and drop them off in the designated box at the school office. 
THANK YOU! 
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18 Years and Running…. 

Once again St. John had another very successful 
Cross Country season. Over 100 students ran with 
the team and competed at the St. John race off. 86 
of those students helped win the Division       

Championship at Earlscourt. 76 students advanced to the Regionals, in the rain 
at Earlscourt, which St. John also came out on top. Finally, 50 runners advanced 
to the City Final meet at Earl Bales, which was won by St. John for the 18th year 
in a row. This successful season could not have happened without the initial 
over 100 runners, the 7 student helpers, the 12 coaches, and the support from 
the parents who helped in many ways. Congratulations St. John Eagles Cross 
Country for an extremely successful 2019 season! 
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On Monday October 28th, 97 grade 7 and 8 students left 
for Camp Muskoka for three days and two nights of lead-
ership, community building and fun. We lucked out with 
some amazing weather! We learned about fire building, 
shelter building, how the elements effect different species, 
among many things. We had the opportunity to work to-
gether in a variety of groups to work on our collaboration 
skills. We'd like to thank Camp Muskoka for providing us 
with a great three days. We'd also like to thank Ms. Craig, 
Ms. DoRego, Mr. Eusebio, Ms. Hatch, Ms. Horbay, and Mr. 
Morishita-Miki for making this trip happen 
and supervising and to Ms. van Wyck for helping out back 
at school. We look forward to continuing to work on our 
Leadership skills here at St. John.  
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From The Eco Desk! 

Ms. Reford and the St. John Eco Team 

would like to thank all students, staff and 

parents for commendable efforts during 

Canada’s Waste Reduction Week/TCDSB’s 

Waste Reduction Week! The Eco Team 

made some amazing posters to communi-

cate the importance of trying to lessen our 

WASTE, whether we are at school, work or 

home. The TCDSB is encouraging all schools 

and Families to pack Waste Free Lunches. 

St. John is doing an excellent job with our 

Waste Free Lunch program! So please keep 

remembering if food packaging comes in, it 

is to go back home in your child’s lunch bag. 

3 ECO-CHEERS to St. John Families! Stay 

tuned for more Eco information from St. 

John Eco Team! 
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Support Your School Event  at Ella Minnow    

Children’s Book Store  (991 Kingston Road)  

Make a purchase during the 2nd weekend of every month,  Friday—Sunday, and your 

points will go towards acquiring books for our school library! 

Before you make a purchase, please tell the cashier you are from St. John    Catholic  Elementary School.  

Thank you to everyone for supporting our Annual St. John Book 
Fair!  Special appreciation to all those who volunteered to help make 
our book fair the success it is! 
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Secondary School Application Process Dates  for ENROLMENT SEPTEMBER 2020 

 

Parent Timeline of Important Dates   

Important Dates Activity 

October 15, 2019 The online application becomes available (secsoar.tcdsb.org) 

  

October 29 

Initial Deadline Date 

-for SPECIALTY PROGRAM (applications for Specialty Programs 
will no longer be available after this date) 

-REGULAR PROGRAM online applications (applications entered 
after this date are processed directly to the waiting list) 

November 21 (PM) WAVE 1 - SPECIALTY PROGRAM EMAIL OFFERS SENT TO PAR-
ENTS 

November 22 - 26 APPLICANT ACCEPTANCE/DECLINE OF SPECIALTY OFFERS – 
WAVE 1 - submitted electronically by parent/guardian 

November 28 (PM) 

  

WAVE 2 – SPECIALTY PROGRAM EMAIL OFFERS SENT TO PAR-
ENTS 

November 29 – 

December 3 

APPLICANT ACCEPTANCE/DECLINE OF SPECIALTY OFFERS – 
WAVE 2 - submitted electronically by parent/guardian 

January 9, 2020 (PM) WAVE 3 – EMAIL OFFERS FOR REGULAR PROGRAM OR REDI-
RECTION NOTICES SENT TO PARENTS 

January 10 – 14 APPLICANT ACCEPTANCE/REDIRECTION SELECTIONS- WAVE 3 - 
submitted electronically by parent/guardian 

January 15 – September 2020 WAVE 4 - 

-Registration evenings at the secondary schools (dates to be es-
tablished by the schools) 

-Change requests (requesting different placement) please speak 
with your TCDSB elementary school principal for further assis-
tance.  For students applying from private schools/other boards, 
please contact Admissions for further assistance if you are re-
questing a change in placement. Important note, submitting a 
Change request does not guarantee placement. 
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Kids and Flu 

The flu germs spread when people cough, sneeze or talk. The 

flu germs can also live on surfaces like toys, countertops, and 

door handles for up to eight hours.  

 

Students can pass the flu germs to each other, to school staff 

and to family members before they show symptoms. Children 

under five, seniors and people in poor health are at greater risk 

of complications from flu. 

 

Vaccination is the best protection against flu.  It takes 2 weeks 

for the vaccine to be fully effective so get it early. 

 

Tips on staying healthy this flu Season: 

1) Get your flu shot early 

2) Wash your hands often 

3) Avoid touching face and eyes 

4) Cover your cough or sneeze 

5) Do not share drinking cups and utensils 

6) Disinfect common surfaces like door handles, hand            

railings, keyboards, cell phones and tablets. 

  Flu season begins each year as early as  October and continues through to May, with the peak times being 

between  November and January. Influenza, as well as a number of other viruses that cause coughs and colds 

continue to     circulate in Toronto. In addition, norovirus, a common cause of vomiting and  diarrhea, is also   

being seen in Toronto.  

Staying active and safe 

• Wear waterproof and windproof outer layers, a hat and warm mittens 

• Choose wool, silk or polypropylene inner layers of clothing; these materials 

hold more body heat than cotton 

• Change into dry clothing as soon as possible if you get wet from precipita-

tion, sweat or submersion in water 

• Wear several layers of warm lightweight clothing when shoveling snow and 

follow medical advice if you have a history of back or heart problems 

• Reschedule outdoor activities and limit time outdoors if severe weather is 

forecast 

• Notify friends or family where you will be when going on outdoor activities,               

such as hiking and skiing 

Cold Alerts and 

Weather-Related 

Cancellations/

Closures 

 

With the approach of winter weather, Twitter 

and the board website are the best sources of 

the latest information relating to cold weather 

alerts, cancellations and closures.   

And remember to check the Toronto Student 

Transportation Group website for any school 

bus delays throughout the year. 

 http://www.torontoschoolbus.org/  

https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/hand-hygiene/?accordion=hand-washing
https://www.toronto.ca/community-people/health-wellness-care/health-programs-advice/hand-hygiene/?accordion=cover-your-cough
http://www.torontoschoolbus.org/
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STANDARDIZED SCHOOL HOURS 

2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

 

  

Start of School Day:  8:30 a.m. – classes begin 

*morning announcements have been moved to 11:00am* 

 

Morning Recess:          10:12 a.m. to 10:27 a.m. 

 

Lunch Hour:                 11:15 p.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

*11:15 – 11:55 – students out for recess (40 minutes) 

*11:55 – 12:15 – students in class having lunch (20 minutes) 

  

ELP (Kindergarten classes) Lunch Hour: 

*11:15 – 11:45 – students outdoors (30 minutes) 

*11:45 – 12:15 – students having lunch (30 minutes) 

 

Afternoon Recess:      1:40 p.m. to 1:55 p.m. 

 

 Dismissal:                    3:00 p.m. 

Administration of Medication at 

school:   

Occasionally students may need to 
take prescription medication at 
school. In order for this to take 

place, parents/guardians and  physicians will need to 
complete and sign the appropriate  Special    Services 
Medical Forms’ which can be requested through the 
school office. The purpose of these forms is to ensure 
that any medication that is    being administered at school 
is carried out as    prescribed by the attending physician 
by school staff.  Non-prescription medication cannot be            
administered to  students.    Additionally,  students are 
not allowed to self-medicate.  

ANAPHYLAXIS ALERT 

We would like to inform you that we 
are an     allergy aware school. There 
are students in attendance who 
suffer from severe and life threaten-

ing allergies to certain foods such as peanuts, nut 
products, bananas, sesame seeds, eggs, seafood 
and shell fish. Anaphylaxis is a severe and life 
threatening  allergic   reaction. 

 We are asking that you be mindful of this when 
sending  lunches or snacks that may contain pea-
nuts, nuts, bananas, eggs, seafood, shell fish and 
sesame seeds. As well, please check  prepared foods 
for traces of peanut oil or nut  products.   These 
items could potentially harm a child. We would also 
ask that you please do not send food for birthdays 
or special  occasions.  There are many other alter-
natives such as stickers and pencils. Please remind 
your children not to share food in the classroom.  

We thank all of you for being diligent in following 
this request.  We must maintain as safe an environ-
ment as we possibly can for our students.  Since all 
our students share the school building space in their 
daily activities, we need to take precautions to  min-
imize any cross contamination issues. 

We continue to celebrate our   
pastoral plan: “Rooted in Christ: 

we Belong, we  Believe,  we       
Become”. This year we  celebrate 

the Year of “we    

Believe.” 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=no+nuts&FORM=HDRSC2
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LUNCH ROUTINES 

 Students are to  remain at 

school for lunch (11:15-12:15)  

They may LEAVE THE SCHOOL 

GROUNDS during the lunch hour only with a 

parent or adult present to sign them out.  

Students are to be signed back in by 12:15pm 

Personal Devices: 
Personal Electronic Devices (laptops, cellphones, etc.) can be a great aid in student learning.  Students will 

be allowed to use personal electronic devices when given permission by and directly supervised by a teach-

er.  If your child has a cell phone for safety reasons, it needs to be turned off and to be stored safely during 

the school day when not being used for learning-related tasks. Please do not attempt to       contact your 

child or encourage your child to contact you via a cellphone.  Should you need to   contact your child during the school day due to 

an emergency situation, please contact the school office directly. Similarly,  students are to visit the office if they need to contact 

their parents. Any pictures or videos published  electronically are not to be taken on school property or at a school event  as they 

must have the permission of the  individuals, their parents and the principal.  

Cutlery for Student lunches   

Thank you parents for providing your  

children with healthy snacks and lunches. 

Please be advised that the school is not able to pro-

vide cutlery for student lunches or heat food for the children,    

Thank you for your cooperation. 

St. John Crests on sale  

1 for $3.00 

4 for $10.00 

If you are interested in 
purchasing a crest, 

please come to the main office. 

   

Thank you to all our parents and guardians who have signed up for StudentCashOnline.  

For those who would like to set up an account, please go to the following link to set up 

your  profile: https://tcdsb.schoolcashonline.com.  Once your account is set up, you can 

pay for school expenses (i.e. field trips) with the click of a button 
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VISITORS TO THE SCHOOL 

A reminder that all parents and visitors must enter the school building through the front doors and  report 
to the front office.  We ask that in the interest of safety for all students and to ensure that classes are              
uninterrupted, please do not walk your child to the class.    We need everyone’s total co-operation and                   
understanding on this matter. 

 

Adults are reminded that for safety reasons, while students are in the yard, only staff should be in the yard. 

 
If you need to speak with your child’s teacher, kindly call and make an appointment.  Your child’s teacher will be 
happy to meet with you at a mutually convenient time.   

DROPPING OFF & PICKING UP STUDENTS   

For the safety of all students, we ask that in the mornings you drop off your children in the   appropriate         
sections of the school yard and leave them with our staff. Please make sure that your child is dropped off 
no  earlier than 8:00 a.m.  Supervision in our school yard begins at 8:00 a.m.  This will help the students        
develop routines and it will also help our staff ensure a safe school yard.   

If you are picking up your child(ren) early from school, please come to the office and sign out your child.  
Thank you for your  cooperation in this matter. 

Safety Smarts: 

Please take time to review street safety rules with your child.  Parents are asked to review stranger danger 
rules with their children.  Reminders not to talk to, follow or go home with anyone unless the parents have 
had a discussion with them .  Having a pre-determined plan for safe arrival and departure with your child. This 
will help them make good decisions. 

 Kindergarten & Primary Student Drop Off 

For safety reasons and to build routine, when dropping students off in the kindergarten / primary yards, we ask that all 
parents move away from the play areas so that they do not block our students and staff supervisors.  Teachers are 
working to build morning routines for our students and they require your cooperation in giving them the space they 
need as they move from the yard to the school.  Your assistance is greatly appreciated. 

For supervision and safety reasons, students are NOT to use the front entrance of the school to   ENTER & EXIT.   

Front doors are only to be used by students boarding buses at the end of the day . Your   cooperation is greatly 

appreciated. 

Parking in Notre Dame Parking Lot: 

St. John Parents ARE NOT  to access the Notre Dame / St. John  Parish parking lot during school days for 

pick up and drop off.  We are working together with Notre Dame so please respect this request as those 

spots are to be used by their staff. St. John parents are asked to please use the designated St. John    

parking lot when picking and dropping students off. 

Parent Supervision After School: 

Parents, are reminded that the school yard is not supervised by school staff at 3:00 pm dismissal.  If you are    

choosing to remain in the yard for your child to enjoy the playground, it is your responsibility to ensure your child 

is playing  appropriately and safely so that all students can enjoy the play  structures.  We are asking for everyone’s 

full cooperation with this. 
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Waiting for the Bus 

Please arrive 5 to 10 minutes prior to scheduled time 

 **Purple Equals Parent Initiative (PEP program)** 

 

TCDSB, along with our transportation companies will continue implementing the PEP Program. 

It is designed to minimize the possibility of a student who requires supervision being released from a school bus without a responsible adult 
or sibling available to receive the student. Pamphlets describing the program will be sent home with our FDK students. 

Parents are now able to access bus route information, i.e. pick-up and drop-off times, on our School Board Website  https://
busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org 

Bus Information 

  

Information, including safety tips and up to the minute reports on cancellations or delays can be found online here:  https://
busplannerweb.torontoschoolbus.org 

Your responsibility as a Parent 

·     Parents are responsible for their children’s safety before they board their school bus, and after they are dropped off in the afternoon. 
- While on the bus, students are responsible to the school principal for their conduct.  Transportation privileges may be revoked if a student’s 
behaviour creates problems, the length of the suspension varying with the severity of the incident.  If transportation privileges are revoked, it 
becomes the parent’s responsibility to transport the child to and from school for the duration of the suspension. 

·       Parents are also responsible for transporting their children to and from school in cases of inclement weather or mechanical difficulty. 
  
  
On the Bus 
· The driver is in charge of the bus and must be obeyed at all times. 

· Sit where you have been assigned and remain seated for the duration of your trip. 

· Be quiet and behave sensibly. Horseplay, fighting, eating, drinking  and foul language are forbidden. 

· Keep your belongings on your lap or under the seat; aisle must be left clear. 

· Don't open a window without the driver's consent, and never lean out the windows. 

· Never throw anything inside the bus or out the windows. 

·      Respect the bus equipment. Students will be held responsible for any damages to the vehicle. 

·      Avoid conversation with and distraction of the bus driver while the vehicle is in operation. 
   

We  encourage all parents of students who use student trans-

portation, to sign up for the transportation portal to ensure 

that they have access to the latest transportation information 

and to receive email notifications when bus  companies report 

late buses.  Any possible delays will also be posted to https://

www.torontoschoolbus.org/. 

In addition, you can get information about     transportation 

services for your child by calling our               transportation 

office at 416-394-4BUS (416-394-4287), emailing transporta-

tion@torontoschoolbus.org or by contacting your local school.  Should you 

have any concerns about the service you are         receiving, please email com-

plaint@torontoschoolbus.org so that we can follow up with the bus operator 

to address your concerns. 

NEW REGISTRANTS  WELCOME 

                                  Apply online: soar.tcdsb.org 

Call 416-393-5220  or the TCDSB Admissions Depart-

ment at 416-222-8282, ext. 5320. 

For general information about the Toronto Catholic  

District School Board, visit www.tcdsb.org 

Stay in touch with the latest news throughout the 

school year: Follow @TCDSB on Twitter or   Toronto 

Catholic DSB on Instagram 

https://www.torontoschoolbus.org/
https://www.torontoschoolbus.org/
https://www.torontoschoolbus.org/
https://www.torontoschoolbus.org/
http://www.tcdsb.org
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Catholic School  

Parent Council (CSPC) 

2019—2020  Council Members 

I would like to take this opportunity to congratulate our 2019 

–2020 CSPC Council Members. 

CSPC Message Board / Website  

       

 https://sites.google.com/site/
stjohnparentstoronto/ 

  

Upcoming CSPC Meetings   

   

January 14, 2020 

March 10, 2020 

May 5, 2020 

JUNE—TBD 

Position Executive 

Chair Nadia Niccoli 

Secretary Marianne Internicola 

Co-Chair Marlo Taylor 

Treasurer Claire O’Shea 

Position CSPC Members 

Sponsorships,  Grants, 

Speakers 

Jacky Arminen, Jennie 

Gaffney 

Fundraising Chair Tanya Busayer 

Fundraising Co-Chair Sonia Paglieri 

Parish Rep – St. John Carmen Vanderreest 

Communications / Web  TBD 

Fundraising  Committee Sonia Pérez Maldeonado, 

Angela Visconti, Liz 

Sconce, Jacky Arminen, 

Jamie Lianne 

Diversity & Inclusion Terry Ann Issac, Cathy 

Blewett, Melanie Battaglia  

OAPCE Co-Rep Shelan McCreary & Terry 

Ann Isaac 

St. John School Secretary Kelly James 

St. John Principal * David Comacchio 

Teacher Rep * Elisha Horbay 

Teacher Rep * Eoghan Morishita-Miki 

Parents / Guardians,  

St. John Catholic School is     currently 

looking for new lunchtime supervisors!  

The  position (s) would be available to 

start  as soon as possible.                   

The position would require you to work for 1 hour  (11:15am—

12:15 pm) daily Monday to Friday. 

 

If you or anyone you know would be interested in   applying for 

this opportunity please stop by the main office of the school to 

pick up an application form. 

Additional documents required, once application is complete, are 

as follows: 

1) TB test (tuberculosis test within 1 year) 

2) Priest Reference letter (must be Roman Catholic)  ** 

3) Voided cheque or direct deposit form 

4) New hire banking form ** 

5) Copy of the Social Insurance number card 

6) Proof of birth date with photo id (copy of Driver’s license or 

passport) 

7) Offence declaration ** 

 

For Toronto Residents Only: 

 Please provide Police criminal reference check form (DO NOT 

GO TO THE POLICE STATION)  ** 

 Certified cheque or money order of $65.00 payable to the 

Toronto Police Services 

** Forms can be picked up at the school 

http://holyredeemernews.files.wordpress.com/2012/06/showimage1.jpg
https://sites.google.com/site/stjohnparentstoronto/
https://sites.google.com/site/stjohnparentstoronto/

